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Working Together to Safeguard Children 2020 update 
 
Most of the changes brought the document up to date with recent changes to legislation or 
to make the guidance more readable.  Key changes include: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Information sharing 
 

The guidance clarifies that the 
Data Protection Act 2018 and 

General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) do not 

prevent the sharing of information 
for the purposes of keeping 

children safe. Fears about sharing 
information must not be allowed to 

stand in the way of the need to 
promote the welfare and protect the 

safety of children. 
This includes the explicit 

statement that data protection 
legislation does not prevent the 
sharing of information to keep a 

child safe and consent is not 
required when sharing information 

for the safeguarding and 
protecting the welfare of a child.  

It is also stated that, while 
encouraged, the agreement of the 
child and parents is not required to 

share information, though it is 
important to explain the reasons for 

this. 
 

Homelessness duty 

 The guidance includes a new section on the 

homelessness duty – especially early 

assessments for 16/17 year olds 

Domestic Abuse 
 

The impact of domestic abuse, including 
controlling or coercive behaviour, has been 
integrated throughout the guidance.  Both 

domestic abuse and controlling and coercive 
control have been added to the definitions. 

The changes state that practitioners need to 
develop their knowledge and skills in 

addressing the impact that domestic abuse 
has upon children, both as witnesses and by 

being forced to collude in it. 

 

Early Help 

The 2018 guidance gives a list of children who are particularly vulnerable and may need early 

intervention and support.  The 2020 update adds ‘having a parent/carer in custody’ to this list. 

 

Child mental health 
 

The importance of mental health 
concerns for children has been 

emphasized throughout the 
revised document. 

The 2020 update adds mental 
health to physical health, and 
states the importance of staff 

awareness in schools that mental 
health concerns in a child can 
be linked to abuse, neglect or 

exploitation. 

 

Contextual Safeguarding 

This section has been 

renamed Assessment of 

Risk Outside the Home in 

the updated guidance. 

Teenage relationship 

abuse has also been added 

to the section. 

 


