
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Progression Map 

Reading 
 

 



 
 

 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Range of Texts  
 Listen to and discuss a 

wide-range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction (at 
a level beyond that which 
can be read 
independently). 

 Become familiar with key 
stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales,  
 

 Listen to, discuss and 
express views about a 
wide range of poetry 
stories and non-fiction 
(at a level beyond that 
which can be read 
independently). 

 Become increasingly 
familiar with (and 
retelling) a wider range 
of stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales.  

 Listen to and discuss a 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference 
books or textbooks. 

 Increase familiarity 
with a wide range of 
books, including fairy 
stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling 
some of these orally. 

 Listen to and discuss a 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference 
books or textbooks. 

 Increase familiarity 
with a wide range of 
books, including fairy 
stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling 
some of these orally. 

 Read a growing repertoire 
of texts, extending beyond 
usual preferences 

 Increase familiarity with a 
wide range of books, 
including, modern fiction, 
classic fiction and books 
from other cultures and 
traditions 

 

 Read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range 
of fiction, poetry, plays, 
non-fiction and 
reference books or 
textbooks. 

 Increase familiarity with 
a wide range of books, 
including myths, legends 
and traditional stories, 
modern fiction, fiction 
from our literary 
heritage, and books 
from other cultures and 
traditions 

 Explore non-fiction texts 
making links to what they 
already know 

 Know that non-fiction 
texts are different to 
fiction 

 Read and use captions      

 Read and follow simple 
instructions         

 Be introduced to non-
fiction books that are 
structured in different 
ways 

 Read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 

 Read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 

 Read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 

 Read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 

 Appreciate rhymes and 
poems, and to recite 
some by heart 
 

 Continue to build up a 
repertoire of poems 
learnt by heart, 
appreciating these and 
reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear 

 Prepare poems and 
play scripts to read 
aloud fluently, showing 
some understanding of 
intonation, tone, 
volume and action.  

 Recognise some 
different forms of 
poetry and explain 
their differences 

 Prepare poems and 
play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, 
using intonation, tone, 
volume and action.  

 Identify and explain 
the features of  
different forms of 
poetry  

 Learn a wider range of 
poetry by heart. 

 Prepare poems and plays 
to read aloud so that the 
meaning is clear to an 
audience 

 Learn a wider range of 
poetry by heart 

 Perform poems and 
plays aloud showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an 
audience 



 
 

 Answer and ask questions 
about texts 

 Answer and ask 
questions about texts 

 Ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a 
text  

 Ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a 
text 

 Ask questions to improve 
their understanding            

 Understand underlying 
themes, causes and 
points of view 

 Ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding               

 Understand underlying 
themes, causes and 
points of view  

 Participate in discussion 
about what is read to 
them, taking turns and 
listening to what others 
say 

 
 

 Participate in 
discussion about 
books, poems and 
other works that are 
read to them and 
those that they can 
read for themselves, 
taking turns and 
listening to what 
others say 

 Participate in 
discussion about both 
books that are read to 
them and those they 
can read for 
themselves, taking 
turns and listening to 
what others say. 

 Make personal reading 
choices based on 
knowledge of genres 
and explain their 
preferences 

 Justify the comments 
they make 

 Participate in discussions 
about texts, expressing 
and justifying opinions, 
building on others’ ideas 
and challenging views 
courteously. 

 Recommend books they 
have read to their peers, 
with clear reasons 
beyond personal 
preference 

 Participate in 
discussions about texts, 
presenting clear 
argument with 
evidence taking into 
account counter 
arguments 

 Recommend books 
they have read to their 
peers, with clear 
reasons beyond 
personal preference 

Examples of texts use 

Range of traditional tales, 
fairy stories, well known 
children’s literature, topic 
related texts 

The Tunnel  
Rainbow Bear 
Emperor’s Egg 
Knibblesome Knight 
The Great Kapok Tree 

The Minpins  
Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory The 
World of Food The 
Spiderwick 
Chronicles/Arthur 
Spiderwick’s 
Fieldguide  
Stig of the Dump The 
Stone Age Boy 

The Jolley Rogers and 
the Ghostly Galleon  
The Thieves of Ostia 
Journey to the River 
Sea 

Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone 
Phoenix 
Letter from the 
Lighthouse 

The Red Pyramid  
Stories From 
Shakespeare  
Trash 

  



 
 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Word reading 

P
h

o
n

ic kn
o

w
led

ge 

 Apply phonic 
knowledge and 
skills as the route to 
decode words 

 

 Continue to apply 
phonic knowledge and 
skills as the route to 
decode words until 
automatic decoding has 
become embedded and 
reading is fluent 

 Continue to blend 
phonemes as a prime 
approach to unfamiliar 
words                 

 Read independently 
using phonics, including 
the full range of 
digraphs and trigraphs, 
to decode unknown 
words, and syntax, 
context and word 
structure when reading 
for meaning 

 Read independently 
using phonics, including 
the full range of 
digraphs and trigraphs, 
to decode unknown 
words, and syntax, 
context and word 
structure when reading 
for meaning 

 

 

G
P

C
s 

 Respond speedily 
with the correct 
sound to 
graphemes (letters 
or groups of letters) 
for all 40+ 
phonemes, 
including, where 
applicable, 
alternative sounds 
for graphemes 

 Read HFWs on sight                 
Recognise less common 
digraphs and trigraphs, 
exploring word families         

    

B
len

d
in

g 

 Read accurately by 
blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs 
that have been 
taught 
 

 Read accurately by 
blending the sounds in 
words that contain the 
graphemes taught so 
far, especially 
recognising alternative 
sounds for graphemes 

    



 
 

Excep
tio

n
 w

o
rd

s 

 Read common 
exception words, 
noting unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling 
and sound and 
where these occur 
in the word                                  

 Be able to read by 
sight tricky words 

 Read further common 
exception words, noting 
unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound and where these 
occur in the word 

 Read further exception 
words, noting unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound, and where these 
occur in the word. 

 Read further exception 
words, noting the 
unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound, and where these 
occur in the word 

 Apply knowledge of 
exception words. 

 Apply knowledge of 
exception words 

R
o

o
ts/su

ffx/p
refix 

 Read words 
containing taught 
GPCs and –s, –es, –
ing, –ed, –er and –
est endings 

 Read words containing 
common suffixes –s, –
es, –ing, –ed, –er, –est, -
y, -ment, -ness, -ful, -
less, -ly 

 Apply growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes (etymology and 
morphology) both to 
read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 
they meet. 

 Read words containing 
taught prefixes eg 
dis,mis, in, un, il, im, ir, 
re, sub, inter, super, 
anti, auto 

 Read words containing 
taught suffixes eg –
ation, -ous, -sion, -tion, -
cian 

 Apply growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes (etymology and 
morphology) both to 
read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 
they meet. 

 Read words containing 
taught prefixes eg 
dis,mis, in, un, il, im, ir, 
re, sub, inter, super, 
anti, auto 

 Read words containing 
taught suffixes eg –
ation, -ous, -sion, -tion, -
cian 

 Apply growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes (etymology 
and morphology) both to 
read aloud and to 
understand the meaning 
of new words they meet. 

 Read words containing 
taught suffixes eg –cious, -
tious, -cial, -tial, -ant, -
ance, -ancy, -ent, -ence, -
ency, -able, -ible, -ably, -
ibly 

 Apply growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes (etymology 
and morphology) both to 
read aloud and to 
understand the meaning 
of new words they meet. 

 Read words containing 
taught suffixes eg –cious, 
-tious, -cial, -tial, -ant, -
ance, -ancy, -ent, -ence, -
ency, -able, -ible, -ably, -
ibly 

syllab
les 

 Read other words of 
more than one 
syllable that contain 
taught GPCs 

 Read accurately words 
of two or more syllables 
that contain the same 
graphemes as above 

 Identify syllabic patterns 
 

 Identify syllabic patterns 
 

  

o
m

issio
n

 

 Read words with 
contractions and 
understand that the 
apostrophe 
represents the 
omitted letter(s) 

 Read words with 
contractions and 
understand that the 
apostrophe represents 
the omitted letter(s) 

   Understand how words 
can be formed from 
longer words e.g. o'clock 

 Understand how words 
can be formed from 
longer words e.g. o'clock 



 
 

A
ccu

racy an
d

 flu
en

cy 

 Read aloud 
accurately books 
that match 
developing phonic 
knowledge and that 
do not require them 
to use other 
strategies to work 
out words                          

 Use syntax and 
context to self-
correct when 
reading for accuracy 
and meaning 

 Re-read familiar 
books to build up 
fluency and 
confidence in word 
reading. 

 Read most frequently 
encountered words 
quickly and accurately, 
without overt sounding 
and blending 

 Read aloud books 
closely matched to their 
improving phonic 
knowledge, sounding 
out unfamiliar words 
accurately, 
automatically and 
without undue 
hesitation                           

 Use syntax, context and 
word structure to self-
correct/check for 
meaning 

 Re-read familiar books 
to build up fluency and 
confidence in word 
reading. 

 Read accurately, using a 
range of strategies to 
tackle unknown words 

 Read aloud, developing 
fluency and expression 

 Develop reading 
stamina, applying a 
range of strategies to 
increasingly difficult and 
longer texts 

 Develop efficient 
retrieval skills such as 
scanning and skimming 

  

  



 
 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Comprehension  

V
o
c
a
b
u
la

ry
/ w

o
rd

 m
e

a
n
in

g
(1

A
/2

A
 c

o
n
te

n
t d

o
m

a
in

) 

 Draw on what 
they already know 
and vocabulary 
provided by the 
teacher 

 Discuss word 
meanings, linking 
new meanings to 
those already 
known 

 Introduce simple 
alphabetically 
organized texts 

 Identify story 
language and 
characteristics of 
stories and 
traditional tales  

 Recognise and 
join in with 
predictable 
phrases in poems 
and stories 
 

 Draw on what they 
already know and 
vocabulary provided by 
the teacher 

 Discussing and clarify 
the meanings of words, 
linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary 

 Check that suggested 
meanings make 
contextual sense 

 Discuss favourite words 
and phrases 

 Recognise simple 
recurring literary 
language in stories and 
poetry 

 Use dictionaries to 
locate words by initial 
letter 

 Check that the text 
makes sense, discuss 
their understanding 
and explain the 
meaning of words in 
context.  

 Seek clarification for 
meaning of unknown 
words 

 Begin to use 
dictionaries (first 2 
letters) to check the 
meaning of words that 
they have read 

 Know the quartiles of a 
dictionary 

 Explore known 
synonyms to embed 
new vocabulary 

 Independently check 
own understanding of 
vocabulary (re-read 

surrounding sentences/ 
paragraphs to develop a 
sensible inference, identify 
root words and derivatives)  

 Discuss their 
understanding of new 
vocabulary based on 
context 

 Use dictionaries and 
other strategies to 
check the meaning of 
new words that they 
have read 

 Distinguish between 
shades of meaning 

 Ask questions to deepen 
their understanding  

 Discuss their 
understanding of the 
meaning of words in 
context and in relation to 
similar known words 

 Give increasingly precise 
explanations of word 
meanings, using 
dictionaries to check 

 Collect words  and 
explain the meaning of 
their origin 

 Build a bank of useful 
terms and phrases 

 Use contextual evidence 
to make sense of the 
text 

 Explore finer meanings 
of words  

 Discuss and explore their 
understanding of 
challenging vocabulary 

 Collect words  and 
explain the meaning of 
their origin 

 Build a bank of useful 
terms and phrases 



 
 

U
n
d
e
rs

ta
n
d
in

g
 fic

tio
n
/n

o
n
-fic

tio
n
 (1

B
/2

B
/2

F
/2

H
 c

o
n
te

n
t d

o
m

a
in

) 

 Explain their 
understanding of 
what is read to 
them.  

 Discuss the 
significance of the 
titles and events. 

 Identify the main 
events and 
characters in stories 

 Know the 
characteristics of 
stories and tales  

 Find specific 
information in 
simple texts 

 Know that non-
fiction is different to 
fiction 

 Begin to locate 
information by page 
numbers  

 Begin to use 
alphabetically 
ordered texts 

 Make comparisons 
with similar texts or 
author  

 Notice the 
difference between 
spoken and written 
forms   

 Explain and discuss their 
understanding of texts, 
both those that they listen 
to and those that they 
read for themselves. 

 Discuss events in stories 
and familiar themes 

 Identify common themes 
eg good v evil 

 Discuss simple 
conventions eg how a fairy 
story begins 

 Read charts and diagrams  

 Note structural features 
including alphabetical 
order, layout, diagrams, 
captions, hyperlinks and 
bullet points  and use to 
locate information               

 Use alphabetically ordered 
texts eg dictionaries and 
glossaries    

 Comparing oral and 
written recounts 

                                    

 Explain and discuss 
understanding of a text 
drawing upon key details 

 Discuss how characters’ 
feelings, behaviour and 
relationships change 
through a text 

 Identify stories that have 
a similar story line, 
characters or theme 

 Discuss common 
conventions eg role of 
villain 

 Retrieve and record 
information from a range 
of texts 

 Explain how different 
parts of the text relate to 
each other and make it 
easier to understand 

 Make comparisons 
between a range of non-
fiction texts structured in 
different ways 

 Use range of reading 
strategies to find key 
information and record in 
tables/grids etc 

 Retrieve and record 
information from a range 
of non-fiction texts 

 Use a range of texts 
structured in different 
ways, knowing how 
information is signposted 

 Identify how structure, 
and presentation 
contribute to meaning 

 Compare books they have 
read that have similar 
storylines, themes or 
information 

 Make comparisons within 
books 

 Identify themes and 
conventions in a wide 
range of books 

  
  

 

 Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what they 
have read, providing 
reasoned justifications for 
their views. 

 Retrieve, record and 
present information from a 
range of fiction and non-
fiction texts 

 Distinguish fact from 
opinion 

 Appraise a text quickly, 
deciding on its value/ 
usefulness 

 Provide clear explanations 
for the purpose of the 
structure and presentation 
of a range of texts 

 Discuss and comment on 
themes and conventions 
used in specific genres eg 
suspense, first person 

 Make comparisons within 
and across genres eg 
compare 2 ghost stories 
 

 Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what 
they have read, providing 
reasoned justifications for 
their views. 

 Retrieve, record and 
present information from 
fiction and non-fiction in a 
variety of formats for 
different purposes 

 Identify language, 
structural and 
presentational features in 
texts and explain how they 
contribute to meaning 

 Distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion with an awareness 
of ambiguity 

 Appraise a text quickly, 
deciding on its usefulness/ 
bias 

 Understand how a writer 
develops themes, ideas or 
viewpoints over a text 

 Identify how the narrative 
or author’s voice influences 
the reader’s viewpoint 

S
k
im

/s
c
a
n

 

 Gain an overview of 
a page/ text by 
skimming significant 
parts –titles, sub 
headings  

 Scan the text to 
locate specific 
information – using 
titles, labels.  

 Gain an overview of a 
page/ text by skimming 
significant parts –titles, 
sub headings, captions  

 Scan the text to locate 
specific information – 
using titles, labels, key 
words 

 Skim opening sentences 
of each paragraph to get 
an overview of a page or 
section of text.  

 Scan for specific words or 
phrases 

 Identify sections of a text 
that they need to read 
carefully in order to find 
specific information or 
answer a question.  

 Skim read a text to get an 
overview of it 

 Scan for key words, 
phrases and headings 
linked to specific 
questions 

 Decide which sections of 
text to read more 
carefully to fulfil a 
particular purpose 

 Use the skills of skimming 
and scanning to identify 
sections of text to read 
more carefully to gain 
information/ answer 
questions.  
 

 Evaluate the value of a text 
for an identified purpose, 
drawing on information 
acquired by skimming and 
scanning  
 



 
 

S
u
m

m
a
ris

in
g
 (1

c
/2

C
 c

o
n
te

n
t d

o
m

a
in

) 

 Link what is read 
or heard read to 
own experiences 

 Explain their 
understanding of 
the order of 
events 

 Retell familiar 
stories 
 

 Discuss the sequence of 
events in books. 

 Retell a wider range of 
stories (or share 
information) through a 
range of strategies 

 Discuss how items of 
information are related. 

 Retell main points in 
sequence, adding in 
interesting detail                          

 Consider credibility of 
events 

 Identify main ideas 
drawn from one or 
more paragraph and 
summarise these 
 

 

 Identify and recall 
main points from a 
range of texts                       

 Identify main ideas 
drawn from more than 
one paragraph and 
summarise these, 
showing their 
understanding of the 
text 

 
 
 

 Understand aspects of 
narrative structure 
including  how chapters 
are linked together and 
how passing of time is 
conveyed to reader 

 Summarise and present 
in different ways the 
main ideas drawn from 
more than one 
paragraph, identifying 
key details that support 
these 

 Explain understanding of  
reading through debate/ 
presentation using notes 
where necessary 

 Understand aspects of 
narrative structure 
including  how chapters 
are linked together and 
how passing of time is 
conveyed to reader 

  Summarise and present 
content drawn from 
more than one source 

 Use quotations to 
illustrate viewpoint 

 Explain understanding of  
reading through 
presentation/debate 
maintaining a focus on 
the topic 

In
fe

re
n
c
e
 (1

D
/2

D
 c

o
n
te

n
t 

d
o
m

a
in

) 

 Make inferences 
on the basis of 
what is being said 
and done 

 Make inferences on the 
basis of what is being 
said and done 

 Make inferences with 
some reference to 
vocabulary clues in the 
text 

 Begin to find supporting 
evidence 

 Draw inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions, and justifying 
inferences with 
evidence 

 Make inferences and 
justify with evidence 
from the text 

 Draw inferences and 
justify these with a range 
of evidence from the text 

 Make some reference to 
how the author has led 
the reader to make that 
inference 

 Make developed 
inferences/ identify an 
inferred atmosphere 

 Provide reasoned 
justifications for their 
views 

P
re

d
ic

tin
g
 (1

E
/2

E
 c

o
n
te

n
t 

d
o
m

a
in

) 

 Predict what 
might happen 
based on clues 
such as pictures, 
illustrations, titles 

 Draw on what 
they already know 
and background 
information 

 Predict what might 
happen on the basis of 
what has been read so 
far 

 Provide evidence for 
predictions 

 Predict what might 
happen next, 
identifying the clues 
from within the text  
 

 Predict what might 
credibly happen from 
details stated and 
implied and prior 
knowledge 

 Modify predictions as 
they read 
 

 Make predictions based 
on their own inferences 
from a text, referring to 
the evidence within the 
text 

 Make predictions which 
are securely rooted in 
the text 

 Explain their predictions 
by making reference to 
genre conventions 



 
 

A
u
th

o
ria

l in
te

n
t (2

G
 c

o
n
te

n
t d

o
m

a
in

) 

 Comment on 
features of 
language 

 Awareness of 
simple text 
structure  

 Identify story 
language 

 Explore the effect 
of patterned, 
repeated 
predictable 
phrases 

 Identify and discuss 
patterns of rhyme                  

 Discuss meanings of 
words/phrases that 
create humour 

 Recognise simple, 
recurring literary 
language in stories and 
poetry. 

 Discuss favourite words 
and phrases 

 Discuss where an 
author’s choice of 
language has affected 
the meaning 

 Explore how different 
texts appeal to readers 
using varied sentence 
structures and 
descriptive language 

 Discuss words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination 

 Identify how language 
contributes to 
meaning  

 Explore how different 
texts appeal to readers 
using varied sentence 
structures and 
descriptive language 

 Discuss  the 
effectiveness of words 
and phrases to create 
a mood/ show 
emotion 

 Discuss the meaning of 
similes and other 
comparisons that they 
read.  

  

 Explore how writers use 
language for comic and 
dramatic effects   

 Understand how writers 
use different structures 
to create coherence and 
impact 

 Recognise rhetorical 
devices used to argue, 
persuade, mislead and 
sway the reader 

 Discuss and evaluate 
how authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
explaining how they 
impact on the reader 

 Identify how language 
contributes to meaning  

 Explore how writers use 
language for comic and 
dramatic effects   

 Understand how writers 
use different structures 
to create coherence and 
impact 

 Recognise rhetorical 
devices used to argue, 
persuade, mislead and 
sway the reader 

 Identify features of 
balanced arguments                      

 Read and understand 
official language,  
footnotes, instructions 
etc 

 Identify, explain and 
evaluate the use of 
figurative language for 
effect 

 

      

 


