
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Progression Map 

History 
 
 



 
 

NC Objective End of KS1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 
Pupils should develop an awareness of 
the past, using common words and 
phrases relating to the passing of time.  
Establish clear narratives within and 
across the periods they study. 

Changes within living memory: time, last 
(yesterday, week, month, year, seasons), 
here, now, then, before, after, next, soon, 
in the past/present/future,   
 
Events beyond living memory: time, long 
ago, many years, during…, period, 
century 

Before, after, during, period, era, ancient 
century, decades, BC/AD, timeline, 
chronological, sequence 
 
 
Be able to use specific dates   

Before, after, during, period, era, ancient 
century, decades, BC/AD, timeline, 
chronological, sequence 
 
 
Be able to use specific dates 

They should know where the people 
and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework 
 
 
Pupils should continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and 
world history, establishing clear 
narratives within and across the 
periods they study. 

Create timeline in relation to self/living 
memory 
 
Understand where a period/person fits 
within a simple longer timeline 
 
Sequence events/ retell familiar story 
 
Use dates where appropriate 
 
 

Understand the concept of change over 
time 
 
Create general timeline to show where 
period studied falls into within a longer 
timeline, detailed timeline of events 
and/or people of the period using dates 
and terms 
 
Create different timelines following a 
theme 

Create general timeline to show where 
period studied falls into within a longer 
timeline, detailed timeline of events 
and/or people of the period using dates 
and terms accurately 
 
Describe the main changes in a period of 
history 
 
Comparison between British historical 
timeline and world 
 
Placing local history study within larger 
timeline (British/World history) 

Timeline, sequence, retell Change over time, compare 

Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different 
periods.  

They should note connections, 
contrasts and trends over time  

 

 

 

 

 

They should use a wide vocabulary of 
everyday historical terms.  

Develop the appropriate use of 
historical terms. 

 

Discuss similarities and differences 
between familiar ways of life or objects of 
time period studied and now 
 
Give examples of things that are different 
between: 
their own lives and an older family 
member eg grandparents 
old and new objects/pictures 
artefacts/other sources 
 
 
Historical sources, documents, artefacts, 
same, different, like/unlike, shows, 
discovered, invented, old and  new 

Compare between 2 historical periods eg 
cooking, transport, work, weapons 
 
 
Contrast between differences eg old/new, 
rich/poor, children/adults etc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS1 plus Primary/secondary evidence, 
Interpretation, demonstrate, proves, 
suggests that, continuity, infers 

Comment on trends eg war/invasion 
Explain why a trend continues to happen 
 
 
Make comparisons between periods, 
explaining how some things have 
changed and how/why somethings have 
changed 
 
To summarise events, influence, 
knowledge.  
To describe features and events 
LKS2 plus Tertiary evidence, global 



 
 

They should ask and answer 
questions, choosing and using parts of 
stories and other sources to show that 
they know and understand key 
features of events.  
They should understand some of the 
ways in which we find out about the 
past and identify different ways in 
which it is represented. 
They should regularly address and 
sometimes devise historically valid 
questions about change, cause and 
consequence similarity and difference, 
and significance. They should 
construct informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand 
how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 
 
 

Ask/answer questions in relation to a 
given story, source (objects, picture, 
photograph), research person/period 
 
Talk to people to find out what life was 
like 
 
To understand that there are a range of 
sources available to answer different 
questions.  
 
Choose appropriate sources to answer 
given question 
 
Present understanding in a variety of 
ways including ICT 

Use evidence to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the past 
 
Suggest suitable sources of evidence for 
historical enquiries 
 
Suggest why certain events have 
happened and the effect of these 
 
Suggest why certain people acted as 
they did and the consequence of those 
actions 
 
 

Seek out, select and analyse a wide 
range of evidence in order to justify 
claims about the past. 
 
Understand that the social context of 
evidence effects the intention and 
reliability of the source 
 
Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past 
 
Use sources of information to form 
testable hypothesises about the past  
 
Refine lines of enquiry as appropriate  
 

Similarities, differences, 
artefacts/objects, familiar, old, new, 
invent, historical sources, documents, 
like/unlike, discover, in relation to, 
research 

Compare, contrast, interpretation, 
primary/secondary source, evidence, 
demonstrate, proves, suggests that, 
continuity, infers, enquiry, cause and 
effect, consequence 

Trend, summarise, influence, tertiary 
source, global, analyse, justify, social 
context, intention and reliability, testable 
hypothesises, refine 

Curriculum Content  Significant events- 
Great fire of 
London 
Significant 
individuals- Gt fire 
of London: 
Samuel Pepys 
Dinosaurs: Mary 
Anning   
Skylarks on 
Wheels:Joseph 
Locke, Amelia 
Earhart, Lewis 
Hamilton  
Who is Traction 
Man: Neil 
Armstrong 

Significant 
individuals- Polar 
regions: Robert 
Peary/Roald 
Amundsen 
Castles:Elizabeth I/ 
Queen Elizabeth II 
locality: lord/lady 
Hamelin and 
Conisbrough Castle 

Stone Age to Iron 
Age  
 

What did the 
Romans Do for 
Us? 
Why did the Titanic 
Sink? 

Where those the 
Good Old Days – 
Local Study -
Mining 
WW11 

Crime And 
Punishment 
Through The Ages 
Ancient Eqypt 

Curriculum Experiences  Conisbrough Castle Weston Park 
Museum – bronze 
Age Activity 

Merton Park 
Sculpture- Roman 
Bust 

National Coal 
Mining Museum 

Young 
Shakespeare Plays 



 
 

A day in the Life of 
a Victorian 
Working Child 
Wirlow Hall Farm – 
A day in the Life of 
a WW11 child 
Street Party 

Whole Class Reading Links  Knibblesome Knight Stig of the Dump 
Stone Age Boy 

The Thieves Of 
Ostia
  

Letters From The 
Lighthouse 

Shakespeare  
The Red Pyramid 

 


